
Molothrus bonariensis

bSHCO
ITIS Species Code: 179117

NatureServe Element Code: ABPBXB7010

Taxa: Avian

Order: Passeriformes

Family: Icteridae

NS Global Rank:  G5

Federal Status:  ---

NS State Rank:  AL (SNR), FL (SNR), GA (SNA), LA (SNA), MS (SNA), NC (SNA), OK (SNA), SC (SNA), TX (SNA), VA (SNA), NB 
(SNA)

State Status:  ---

SE-GAP Spp Code:

PREDICTED HABITAT:
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KNOWN RANGE:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

PROTECTION STATUS:

Shiny Cowbird
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SUMMARY OF PREDICTED HABITAT BY MANAGMENT AND GAP PROTECTION STATUS:
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GAP Status 1: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
natural state within which disturbance events (of natural type, frequency, and intensity) are allowed to proceed without interference or are mimicked 
through management. 

GAP Status 2: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
primarily natural state, but which may receive use or management practices that degrade the quality of existing natural communities. 

GAP Status 3: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover for the majority of the area, but subject to extractive uses of 
either a broad, low-intensity type or localized intense type. It also confers protection to federally listed endangered and threatened species throughout 
the area. 

GAP Status 4: Lack of irrevocable easement or mandate to prevent conversion of natural habitat types to anthropogenic habitat types. Allows for intensive 
use throughout the tract. Also includes those tracts for which the existence of such restrictions or sufficient information to establish a higher status is 
unknown. 
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PREDICTED HABITAT MODEL(S):

CITATIONS:

Summer Model:

Map Unit NameFunctional Group

Selected Map Units:

Developed Open SpaceAnthropogenic

Low Intensity DevelopedAnthropogenic

Pasture/HayAnthropogenic

Row CropAnthropogenic

Successional Grassland/HerbaceousAnthropogenic

Successional Grassland/Herbaceous (Other)Anthropogenic

Successional Grassland/Herbaceous (Utility Swath)Anthropogenic

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Clear Cut)Anthropogenic

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Other)Anthropogenic

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Utility Swath)Anthropogenic

South Florida Everglades Sawgrass MarshBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

South Florida Mangrove SwampBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Southwest Florida Perched Barriers Salt Swamp and Lagoon - Mangrove ModifierBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Southwest Florida Perched Barriers Salt Swamp and Lagoon - Marsh ModifierBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Southwest Florida Dune and Coastal GrasslandCoastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland

South Florida Pine RocklandForest/Woodland

Southeast Florida Coastal Strand and Maritime HammockForest/Woodland

Southwest Florida Coastal Strand and Maritime HammockForest/Woodland

Florida Dry PrairiePrairie

South Florida Bayhead SwampWetlands

South Florida Dwarf Cypress SavannaWetlands

South Florida Freshwater Slough and Gator HoleWetlands

South Florida Hardwood HammockWetlands

South Florida Pine FlatwoodsWetlands

South Florida Pond-Apple/Popash SloughWetlands

South Florida Wet Marl PrairieWetlands

South Florida Willow HeadWetlands

Habitat Description: Shiny cowbirds use various habitats but prefers open areas (Cruz et al. 1989). Partly open situations with 
scattered trees, open woodland, cultivated lands, pastures, marshes, and around human habitation (AOU 
1983).  Brood parasite and host generalist; lays eggs in nests of many other bird species.

Quoted from habitat notes K. Cook 5-22-05

Additional information:

"Breeding habitat consists of semiopen habitats, especially patches of trees and shrubs surrounded by 
agricultural areas.  Also uses fields, tree groves near farms, gardens, and plantations. Also occurs in 
undisturbed habitats: riparian thickets, savanna, scrub habitats in semiarid areas, and mangroves (Post and 
Wiley 1977a, Cavalcanti and Pimentel 1988, Ridgely and Tudor 1989, Fjeldså and Krabbe 1990). In S. 
Carolina and Florida, most often in suburban areas along roads, on lawns, and at bird feeders (Post et al. 
1993, Stevenson and Anderson 1994)."(Lowther and Post 1999).

Mermoz and Reboreda (2003) report that shiny cowbirds use marshes in Argentina.  It is unclear whether 
they would use salt marshes, but since they are higly generalist and use mangroves I placed them in salt 
marshes.  K. Cook 5-22-05

American Ornithologists' Union (AOU), Committee on Classification and Nomenclature. 1983. Check-list of North American Birds. Sixth 
Edition. American Ornithologists' Union, Allen Press, Inc., Lawrence, Kansas.                                              

American Ornithologists' Union. 1989. Thirty-seventh supplement to the American Ornithologists' Union Checklist of North American birds. 
Auk 106:532-538.                                                                                                      
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