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SUMMARY OF PREDICTED HABITAT BY MANAGMENT AND GAP PROTECTION STATUS:
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GAP Status 1: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
natural state within which disturbance events (of natural type, frequency, and intensity) are allowed to proceed without interference or are mimicked 
through management. 

GAP Status 2: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
primarily natural state, but which may receive use or management practices that degrade the quality of existing natural communities. 

GAP Status 3: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover for the majority of the area, but subject to extractive uses of 
either a broad, low-intensity type or localized intense type. It also confers protection to federally listed endangered and threatened species throughout 
the area. 

GAP Status 4: Lack of irrevocable easement or mandate to prevent conversion of natural habitat types to anthropogenic habitat types. Allows for intensive 
use throughout the tract. Also includes those tracts for which the existence of such restrictions or sufficient information to establish a higher status is 
unknown. 
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PREDICTED HABITAT MODEL(S):

Year-round Model:

Map Unit NameFunctional Group

Selected Map Units:

Bare SandAnthropogenic

Deciduous PlantationsAnthropogenic

Developed Open SpaceAnthropogenic

Low Intensity DevelopedAnthropogenic

Medium Intensity DevelopedAnthropogenic

Pasture/HayAnthropogenic

Row CropAnthropogenic

Successional Grassland/HerbaceousAnthropogenic

Successional Grassland/Herbaceous (Other)Anthropogenic

Successional Grassland/Herbaceous (Utility Swath)Anthropogenic

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Clear Cut)Anthropogenic

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Other)Anthropogenic

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Utility Swath)Anthropogenic

Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Interdunal WetlandCoastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Dune and Maritime GrasslandCoastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Southern Dune and Maritime GrasslandCoastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Dune and Coastal GrasslandCoastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland

Southwest Florida Dune and Coastal GrasslandCoastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland

Alabama Ketona Glade and WoodlandForest/Woodland

Appalachian Serpentine WoodlandForest/Woodland

Appalachian Shale BarrensForest/Woodland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Fall-Line Sandhills Longleaf Pine Woodland - Loblolly ModifierForest/Woodland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Fall-line Sandhills Longleaf Pine Woodland - Offsite Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Fall-line Sandhills Longleaf Pine Woodland - Open Understory ModifierForest/Woodland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Fall-line Sandhills Longleaf Pine Woodland - Scrub/Shrub Understory ModifierForest/Woodland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Upland Longleaf Pine WoodlandForest/Woodland

Central Appalachian Alkaline Glade and WoodlandForest/Woodland

Central Appalachian Pine-Oak Rocky WoodlandForest/Woodland

Central Interior Highlands Calcareous Glade and BarrensForest/Woodland

Central Interior Highlands Dry Acidic Glade and BarrensForest/Woodland

Cumberland Sandstone Glade and BarrensForest/Woodland

Habitat Description: The mourning dove prefers open woodlands, agricultural and residential areas, and forest edges, especially 
those between forest and prairie environments (Mirarchi & Baskett 1994). They typically avoid dense 
forested areas and swamps (Nicholson 1997, Mirarchi & Baskett 1994, Stevenson & Anderson 1994).  
Within the south, mourning doves appear to prefer coniferous to deciduous trees for nesting (Baskett et al. 
1993), although they will frequently use deciduous trees such as water oak, red oak, sweetgum, and 
hickory for roosting once leaves emerge (Grand & Mirarchi 1988, Baskett et al. 1993). However, Fernald 
(1989) reported this species as regularly breeding in coastal scrub (SC-GAP 2001). Mourning doves forage 
on seeds of grass, crotons, ragweeds, corn, sorghum, and millet in clearings on ground, upper beaches, in 
fields, pastures, on and along roads, and at feeders (Stevenson and Anderson 1994 in SC-GAP 2001). Amy 
Silvano 26may05

Nest is built up to 40 feet from the ground (Ehrlich et al. 1988) in the fork of a horizontal tree limb, on top 
of a deserted nest of another species such as a robin or thrasher, or occasionally on a rock ledge or 
artificial structure (Nicholson 1997). Clutch size usually 2. Incubation lasts 13-15 days, by both sexes (male 
diurnally). Young are fed by at least one parent for 27 days (mainly by male after 16 days). May raise 2-5 
broods/year. Pair bond life-long. ***Quoted from NC-GAP

Ecosystem Classifiers:  Anthropogenic, Coastal Dune, Evergreen & Hardwood (woodland only), Glades & 
Barrens, Praires systems as primary units.  Beach, Evergreen, hardwood, Mixed & Maritime forests, 
Floodplain/Riparian (excluding blackwater) as Auxillary Units.  Amy Silvano 26may05
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East Gulf Coastal Plain Black Belt Calcareous Prairie and Woodland - Woodland ModifierForest/Woodland 

East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Upland Longleaf Pine Woodland - Loblolly ModifierForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Upland Longleaf Pine Woodland - Offsite Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Upland Longleaf Pine Woodland - Open Understory ModifierForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Upland Longleaf Pine Woodland - Scrub/Shrub ModifierForest/Woodland

Florida Peninsula Inland ScrubForest/Woodland

Nashville Basin Limestone GladeForest/Woodland

Ridge and Valley Calcareous Valley Bottom Glade and WoodlandForest/Woodland

South Florida Pine RocklandForest/Woodland

Southeastern Interior Longleaf Pine WoodlandForest/Woodland

Southern and Central Appalachian Mafic Glade and BarrensForest/Woodland

Southern Appalachian Montane Pine Forest and WoodlandForest/Woodland

Southern Coastal Plain Oak Dome and HammockForest/Woodland

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-(Pine) Forest - Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland

Southern Piedmont Glade and BarrensForest/Woodland

Southern Piedmont Mafic Hardpan WoodlandForest/Woodland

Bluegrass Basin Savanna and WoodlandPrairie

East Gulf Coastal Plain Black Belt Calcareous Prairie and WoodlandPrairie

East Gulf Coastal Plain Black Belt Calcareous Prairie and Woodland - Herbaceous Modifier Prairie         

East Gulf Coastal Plain Jackson Plain Prairie and BarrensPrairie

East Gulf Coastal Plain Jackson Prairie and WoodlandPrairie

Eastern Highland Rim Prairie and BarrensPrairie

Eastern Highland Rim Prairie and Barrens - Dry ModifierPrairie

Florida Dry PrairiePrairie

Panhandle Florida Limestone GladePrairie

Pennyroyal Karst Plain Prairie and BarrensPrairie

Southern Ridge and Valley Patch PrairiePrairie

Western Highland Rim Prairie and BarrensPrairie

East Gulf Coastal Plain Jackson Plain Dry Flatwoods - Open Understory ModifierWetlands

East Gulf Coastal Plain Jackson Plain Dry Flatwoods - Scrub/Shrub Understory ModifierWetlands

Functional Group Map Unit Name

 Selected Secondary Map Units within  120m of Primary Map Units:

Forest/Woodland Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-Heath Forest - Hardwood Modifier

Forest/Woodland Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-Heath Forest - Virginia/Pitch Pine Modifier

Forest/Woodland Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-Heath Forest - Mixed Modifier

Wetlands Southern Piedmont Small Floodplain and Riparian Forest

Wetlands Southern Piedmont Large Floodplain Forest - Forest Modifier

Forest/Woodland Southern Appalachian Low Mountain Pine Forest

Forest/Woodland Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-(Pine) Forest - Loblolly Pine Modifier

Forest/Woodland Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-(Pine) Forest - Mixed Modifier

Forest/Woodland Allegheny-Cumberland Dry Oak Forest and Woodland

Forest/Woodland Allegheny-Cumberland Dry Oak Forest and Woodland - Pine Modifier                         

Forest/Woodland Allegheny-Cumberland Dry Oak Forest and Woodland - Hardwood Modifier                     

Forest/Woodland Southern Ridge and Valley Dry Calcareous Forest

Forest/Woodland Southern Ridge and Valley Dry Calcareous Forest - Pine Modifier

Forest/Woodland Southern Ridge and Valley Dry Calcareous Forest - Hardwood Modifier

Forest/Woodland Southern Piedmont Northern Triassic Basin Dry Forest

Forest/Woodland Central Appalachian Oak and Pine Forest

Forest/Woodland Northeastern Interior Dry Oak Forest-Hardwood Modifier

Forest/Woodland Northeastern Interior Dry Oak Forest - Virginia/Pitch Pine Modifier

Forest/Woodland Northeastern Interior Dry Oak Forest - Mixed Modifier

Wetlands Central Appalachian Floodplain - Forest Modifier

Wetlands Central Appalachian Riparian - Forest Modifier

Wetlands South-Central Interior Large Floodplain - Forest Modifier

Wetlands South-Central Interior Small Stream and Riparian

Forest/Woodland Southern and Central Appalachian Oak Forest
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CITATIONS:

Forest/Woodland Southern and Central Appalachian Oak Forest - Xeric

Forest/Woodland Southern Interior Low Plateau Dry-Mesic Oak Forest

Forest/Woodland Southern Interior Low Plateau Dry-Mesic Oak Forest - Evergreen Modifier

Forest/Woodland Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Mixed Oak-Heath Forest

Wetlands Mississippi River Riparian Forest

Wetlands Mississippi River Low Floodplain (Bottomland) Forest

Forest/Woodland Atlantic Coastal Plain Dry and Dry-Mesic Oak Forest

Wetlands Atlantic Coastal Plain Brownwater Stream Floodplain Forest

Forest/Woodland Atlantic Coastal Plain Central Maritime Forest

Beach Florida Panhandle Beach Vegetation

Forest/Woodland Florida Longleaf Pine Sandhill - Open Understory Modifier

Forest/Woodland Florida Longleaf Pine Sandhill - Scrub/Shrub Understory Modifier

Beach Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Sandy Beach

Forest/Woodland Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Maritime Forest

Beach Atlantic Coastal Plain Sea Island Beach

Forest/Woodland Northern Atlantic Coastal Plain Dry Hardwood Forest

Forest/Woodland East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Loess Plain Oak-Hickory Upland - Hardwood Modifier

Forest/Woodland East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Loess Plain Oak-Hickory Upland - Juniper Modifier

Forest/Woodland East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Dry Upland Hardwood Forest

Forest/Woodland East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Dry Upland Hardwood Forest - Offsite Pine Modifier      

Wetlands East Gulf Coastal Plain Large River Floodplain Forest - Forest Modifier

Wetlands Lower Mississippi River Bottomland Depressions - Forest Modifier

Wetlands Southern Coastal Plain Hydric Hammock

Forest/Woodland East Gulf Coastal Plain Limestone Forest

Forest/Woodland East Gulf Coastal Plain Maritime Forest

Forest/Woodland East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Shortleaf Pine-Oak Forest - Mixed Modifier

Forest/Woodland East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Shortleaf Pine-Oak Forest - Hardwood Modifier

Forest/Woodland East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Shortleaf Pine-Oak Forest - Pine Modifier

Wetlands Lower Mississippi River Bottomland and Floodplain Forest

Forest/Woodland Mississippi Delta Maritime Forest

Beach Atlantic Coastal Plain Southern Beach

Forest/Woodland Atlantic Coastal Plain Southern Maritime Forest

Wetlands East Gulf Coastal Plain Small Stream and River Floodplain Forest

Forest/Woodland Southern Coastal Plain Dry Upland Hardwood Forest

Beach South Florida Shell Hash Beach

Beach Southeast Florida Beach

Beach Southwest Florida Beach

Wetlands South Florida Hardwood Hammock

Forest/Woodland Southwest Florida Coastal Strand and Maritime Hammock

Forest/Woodland Southeast Florida Coastal Strand and Maritime Hammock

Beach Unconsolidated Shore (Beach/Dune)

Anthropogenic Evergreen Plantations

American Ornithologists' Union (AOU), Committee on Classification and Nomenclature. 1983. Check-list of North American Birds. Sixth 
Edition. American Ornithologists' Union, Allen Press, Inc., Lawrence, Kansas.                                              

Ball, R. M., Jr., and J. C. Avise. 1992. Mitochondrial DNA phylogenetic differentiation among avian populations and the evolutionary 
significance of subspecies. Auk 109:626-636.                                                                              

Baptista, L. F., W. I. Boardman, and P. Kandianidis. 1983. Behavior and taxonomic status of Grayson's dove. Auk 100:907-
919.                                                                                                                                   

Baskett, T. S., M. W. Sayre, R. E. Tomlinson, and R. E. Mararchi, editors. 1993. Ecology and management of the mourning dove. Stackpole 
Books, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. xxi + 567 pp.                                                                         

Braun, C. E. 1979. Migration routes of mourning doves west of the Continental Divide in the Central Management Unit. Wildl. Soc. Bull. 7:94-
97.                                                                                                                

Dunks, J. H., et al. 1982. Migration, harvest, and population dynamics of mourning doves banded in the central management unit, 1967-
1977. USFWS Spec. Sci. Rep.--Wildlife249:1-128.                                                                           

Ehrlich, P.R., D.S. Dobkin, and D. Wheye. 1988. The birder's handbook:a field guide to the natural history of North American birds. Simon and 
Shuster, Inc., New York. xxx + 785 pp.                                                                           

Page 5 of 6bMODO



Compiled: 15 September 2011

www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap

This data was compiled and/or developed 

by the Southeast GAP Analysis Project at 

The Biodiversity and Spatial Information 

Center, North Carolina State University.

For more information:: SE-GAP Analysis Project / BaSIC

127 David Clark Labs

Dept. of Biology, NCSU

Raleigh, NC 27695-7617

(919) 513-2853

Fernald, R. T. 1989.  Coastal Xeric Scrub Communities of the Treasure Coast Region, Florida. Tallahassee,FL: Florida Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission.                                                                                                     

Finch, D.M., J.L. Ganey, W. Yong, R.T. Kimball, and R. Sallabanks. 1997. Effects and interactions of fire, logging, and grazing. Pages 103-136 in 
Songbird ecology in southwestern Ponderosa Pine forests:a literature review, W.M. Block and D.M. Finch, techn

Geissler, P. H., et al. 1987. Mourning dove nesting:seasonal patterns and effects of September hunting. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Resource Publication 168. 33 pp.                                                                                        

Godfrey, W.E. 1966. The birds of Canada. National Museums of Canada. Ottawa. 428 
pp.                                                                                                                                                                           

Goodwin, D. 1983. Pigeons and doves of the world. Third edition. British Museum (Natural History), London, and Cornell Univ. Press, Ithaca. 
363 pp. [496 pp.?].                                                                                                

Grand, J.B. and R.E. Mirarchi. 1988. Habitat use by recently fledged mourning doves in east-central Alabama. J. Wildl. Manage. 52:153-
157.                                                                                                                     

Harrison, C. 1978. A field guide to the nests, eggs and nestlings of North American birds. Collins, Cleveland, 
Ohio.                                                                                                                                           

Mirarchi, R.E. and T.S. Baskett. 1994. Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura).  In The Birds of North America, No. 117 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). 
The Birds of North America, Inc., Philadelphia, PA.                                                             

Nicholson CP. 1997. Atlas of the breeding birds of Tennessee. Knoxville: University of Tennessee 
Press.                                                                                                                                                        

Oberholser, H.C. 1974. The bird life of Texas. 2 vols. Univ. of Texas Press, 
Austin.                                                                                                                                                                           

Potter, E. F., J. F. Parnell, and R. P. Teulings. 1980. Birds of the Carolinas. Univ. North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill. 408 
pp.                                                                                                                               

Pratt, H.D., P.L. Bruner, and D.G. Berrett. 1987. A field guide to the birds of Hawaii and the tropical Pacific. Princeton University Press, 
Princeton, New Jersey. 409 pp. + 45 plates.                                                                       

Raffaele, H.A. 1983. A guide to the birds of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. Fondo Educativo Interamericano, San Juan, Puerto Rico. 255 
pp.                                                                                                                

Reeves, H. M., and A. D. Geis. 1968. Mourning dove captureand banding. USFWS Spec. Sci. Rep.--Wildl. 117:1-
63.                                                                                                                                                 

Ridgely, R. S., and J. A. Gwynne, Jr. 1989. A guide to the birds of Panama with Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and Honduras. Second edition. Princeton 
Univ. Press, Princeton, New Jersey. 534 pp.                                                                     

Rivera-Milan, F. F. 1992. Distribution and relative abundance patterns of columbids in Puerto Rico. Condor 94:224-
238.                                                                                                                                         

Stevenson, H. M., and B. H. Anderson. 1994. The birdlife of Florida. University Press of Florida, Gainesville. 892 
pp.                                                                                                                                         

Terres, J.K. 1980. The Audubon Society encyclopedia of North American birds. Alfred A. Knopf, New 
York.                                                                                                                                                        

U.S. Fish & Wildl. Serv. 1988. SEIS 88. Final supplemental environmental impact statement:issuance of annual regulations permitting the 
sport hunting of migratory birds. x + 340 pp.                                                                          

Wakeley, J. S., T. H. Roberts, and C. O. Martin. 1990. Auditory survey methods. Section 6.3.5, US Army Corps of Engineers Wildlife Resources 
Management Manual. Tech. Rep. EL-90-7. Waterways Expt. Station, Vicksburg, Mississippi. 34 pp.                    

Page 6 of 6bMODO

http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap

