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Downy Woodpecker
Picoides pubescens
Taxa: Avian SE-GAP Spp Code: bDOWO
Order: Piciformes ITIS Species Code: 178259
Family: Picidae NatureServe Element Code: ABNYFO7030
KNOWN RANGE: PREDICTED HABITAT:
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Range Map Link:  http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Range_bDOWO.pdf

Predicted Habitat Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Dist_bDOWO.pdf
GAP Online Tool Link:  http://www.gapserve.ncsu.edu/segap/segap/index2.php?species=bDOWO
Data Download:  http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/region/vert/bDOWO_se00.zip

PROTECTION STATUS: Reported on March 14, 2011
Federal Status: ---
State Status: ID (P), KY (N), NJ (S/S), NV (YES), NY (PB), RI (Not Listed), UT (None), BC (4 (2005)), QC (Non suivie)

NS Global Rank: G5

NS State Rank: AK (S5), AL (S5), AR (S4), AZ (S4), CA (S5), CO (S5), CT (S5), DC (S5), DE (S5), FL (SNR), GA (S5), IA (S5B),
ID (S5), IL (S5), IN (S4), KS (S5), KY (S5), LA (S5), MA (S5), MD (S5), ME (S5), Ml (S5), MN (SNR), MO (SNR), MS (S5), MT
(S5), NC (S5), ND (SNR), NE (S4), NH (S5), NJ (S4N,S5B), NM (S5B,S5N), NV (S4), NY (S5), OH (S5), OK (S5), OR (S4), PA
(S5), RI (S5B,S5N), SC (SNR), SD (S5), TN (S5), TX (S4B), UT (S4S5), VA (S5), VT (S5B,S5N), WA (S4S5), WI (S5B), WI (S5B),
WV (S5B,S5N), WY (S5B), WY (S5B), AB (S5), BC (S5B), LB (51S2), MB (S5), MB (S5), NB (S5), NF (S4), NS (S5), NT (SNR),
ON (S5), PE (S5), QC (S5B), SK (S5B,S5N), YT (S4)
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SUMMARY OF PREDICTED HABITAT BY MANAGMENT AND GAP PROTECTION STATUS:

US FWS US Forest Service Tenn. Valley Author. US DOD/ACOE

ha % ha % ha % ha %

Status 1 113,957.4 <1 38,844.2 <1 0.0 0 0.0 0
Status 2 220,576.2 <1 418,456.4 <1 0.0 0 4,730.0 <1
Status 3 3,619.4 <1 2,739,551.5 4 58,993.2 <1 673,747.5 1
Status 4 76.1 <1 <0.1 <1 0.0 0 206.5 <1
Total 338,229.1 <1 3,196,852.1 5 58,993.2 <1 678,684.0 1
US Dept. of Energy US Nat. Park Service NOAA Other Federal Lands

ha % ha % ha % ha %

Status 1 0.0 0 316,527.0 <1 81.9 <1 16,845.1 <1
Status 2 0.0 0 24,500.7 <1 8,156.0 <1 60.2 <1
Status 3 66,531.3 <1 290,153.4 <1 0.0 0 4,932.7 <1
Status 4 0.0 0 1.0 2 0.0 0 0.0 0
Total 66,531.3 <1 631,182.7 1 8,237.9 <1 21,838.1 <1
Native Am. Reserv. State Park/Hist. Park State WMA/Gameland State Forest

ha % ha % ha % ha %

Status 1 0.0 0 1,578.5 <1 72.0 <1 0.0 0
Status 2 0.0 0 19,937.7 <1 736,784.6 1 1,441.5 <1
Status 3 25,764.1 <1 570,837.7 <1 237,823.6 <1 338,184.9 <1
Status 4 0.0 0 <0.1 <1 102,148.5 <1 45.4 <1
Total 25,764.1 <1 592,354.0 <1 1,076,828.7 2 339,671.8 <1
State Coastal Reserve ST Nat.Area/Preserve Other State Lands Private Cons. Easemt.

ha % ha % ha % ha %

Status 1 0.0 0 15,593.9 <1 0.0 0 0.0 0
Status 2 13,4915 <1 99,367.7 <1 5.0 <1 3,337.6 <1
Status 3 0.0 0 22,439.6 <1 19,004.9 <1 98,294.3 <1
Status 4 0.0 0 2.1 <1 2,778.2 <1 0.0 0
Total 13,491.5 <1 137,403.4 <1 21,788.1 <1 101,631.9 <1
Private Land - No Res. Water Overall Total

ha % ha % ha %

Status 1 0.0 0 0.0 0 503,500.1 <1
Status 2 0.0 0 0.0 2 1,550,845.4 2
Status 3 625.5 <1 1.0 <1 5,150,504.5 13
Status 4 52,286,629.9 84 50,429.3 <1 52,544,389.9 84
Total 52,287,255.4 84 50,430.4 <1 59,749,239.8 100

GAP Status 1: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a
natural state within which disturbance events (of natural type, frequency, and intensity) are allowed to proceed without interference or are mimicked
through management.

GAP Status 2: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a
primarily natural state, but which may receive use or management practices that degrade the quality of existing natural communities.

GAP Status 3: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover for the majority of the area, but subject to extractive uses of
either a broad, low-intensity type or localized intense type. It also confers protection to federally listed endangered and threatened species throughout

the area.

GAP Status 4: Lack of irrevocable easement or mandate to prevent conversion of natural habitat types to anthropogenic habitat types. Allows for intensive

use throughout the tract. Also includes those tracts for which the existence of such restrictions or sufficient information to establish a higher status is

unknown.
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PREDICTED HABITAT MODEL(S):

Year-round Model:

Habitat Description:

Selected Map Units:

bDOWO

Functional Group
Anthropogenic

Anthropogenic

Anthropogenic

Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland

Except for the spruce-fir zone, downy woodpeckers can be found in every type of forest and in a wide
variety of habitats (Nicholson 1997), including mature woodlands (Simpson 1992), second growth,
residential areas (Kaufman 1996), orchards, riparian woods, swamps, and roadside groves (Ehrlich et al.
1988). Downy woodpeckers breed throughout Georgia. They favor middle-aged to mature woodlands,
although they are tolerant of earlier successional stages. They tend to prefer hardwoods, especially
bottomlands, but may also inhabit uplands (Hammel 1992). They are occasional breeders on the barrier
islands (Fussell and Lyons 1990). They do not occur on the Florida Keys (Robertson and Kushlan 1984).
These woodpeckers forage on the trunk as well as on small branches and twigs. Will eat at suet feeders
(Kaufman 1996) and roost, but DO NOT nest, in bird houses (Ehrlich et al. 1988).

Downy Woodpeckers excavate a cavity from 3 to 50 feet above the ground (Ehrlich et al. 1988) in a snag or
in the dead branch of a live tree. It is generally excavated in wood softened by a fungus (Nicholson 1997).

In central Ohio, the mean home range size was 6.9 +/- 2.9 ha using the 100% polygon, 5.0 +/- 2.3 ha using
the 90% polygon, and 3.3 +/- 1.8 ha using the 75% polygon. Mean overlap with the most similar home
range was 48.6 +/- 16.8% ( Matthysen et al. 1993).

Quoted directly from existing state habitat notes - K. Cook, 17Feb05

Map Unit Name

Deciduous Plantations

Developed Open Space

Low Intensity Developed

Alabama Ketona Glade and Woodland

Allegheny-Cumberland Dry Oak Forest and Woodland

Allegheny-Cumberland Dry Oak Forest and Woodland - Hardwood Modifier
Allegheny-Cumberland Dry Oak Forest and Woodland - Pine Modifier

Appalachian Hemlock-Hardwood Forest

Appalachian Serpentine Woodland

Appalachian Shale Barrens

Atlantic Coastal Plain Central Maritime Forest

Atlantic Coastal Plain Dry and Dry-Mesic Oak Forest

Atlantic Coastal Plain Fall-Line Sandhills Longleaf Pine Woodland - Loblolly Modifier
Atlantic Coastal Plain Fall-line Sandhills Longleaf Pine Woodland - Offsite Hardwood Modifier
Atlantic Coastal Plain Fall-line Sandhills Longleaf Pine Woodland - Open Understory Modifier
Atlantic Coastal Plain Fall-line Sandhills Longleaf Pine Woodland - Scrub/Shrub Understory Modifier
Atlantic Coastal Plain Mesic Hardwood and Mixed Forest

Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Maritime Forest

Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Mixed Oak-Heath Forest

Atlantic Coastal Plain Southern Maritime Forest

Atlantic Coastal Plain Upland Longleaf Pine Woodland

Central and Southern Appalachian Montane Oak Forest

Central and Southern Appalachian Northern Hardwood Forest

Central Appalachian Alkaline Glade and Woodland

Central Appalachian Oak and Pine Forest

Central Appalachian Pine-Oak Rocky Woodland

Central Interior Highlands Calcareous Glade and Barrens

Central Interior Highlands Dry Acidic Glade and Barrens

Cumberland Sandstone Glade and Barrens

East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Shortleaf Pine-Oak Forest - Hardwood Modifier

East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Shortleaf Pine-Oak Forest - Mixed Modifier

East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Shortleaf Pine-Oak Forest - Pine Modifier
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Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
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Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
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Forest/Woodland
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Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Forest/Woodland
Wetlands

Wetlands

Wetlands

Wetlands

Wetlands

East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Upland Longleaf Pine Woodland - Loblolly Modifier
East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Upland Longleaf Pine Woodland - Offsite Hardwood Modifier
East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Upland Longleaf Pine Woodland - Open Understory Modifier
East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Upland Longleaf Pine Woodland - Scrub/Shrub Modifier
East Gulf Coastal Plain Limestone Forest

East Gulf Coastal Plain Maritime Forest

East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Dry Upland Hardwood Forest

East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Loess Bluff Forest

East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Loess Plain Oak-Hickory Upland - Hardwood Modifier
East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Loess Plain Oak-Hickory Upland - Juniper Modifier
East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Mesic Hardwood Forest

East Gulf Coastal Plain Southern Loess Bluff Forest

East Gulf Coastal Plain Southern Mesic Slope Forest

Florida Longleaf Pine Sandhill - Open Understory Modifier

Florida Longleaf Pine Sandhill - Scrub/Shrub Understory Modifier

Florida Peninsula Inland Scrub

Mississippi Delta Maritime Forest

Nashville Basin Limestone Glade

Northeastern Interior Dry Oak Forest - Mixed Modifier

Northeastern Interior Dry Oak Forest - Virginia/Pitch Pine Modifier

Northeastern Interior Dry Oak Forest-Hardwood Modifier

Northern Atlantic Coastal Plain Dry Hardwood Forest

Ridge and Valley Calcareous Valley Bottom Glade and Woodland

South Florida Pine Rockland

South-Central Interior Mesophytic Forest

Southeast Florida Coastal Strand and Maritime Hammock

Southeastern Interior Longleaf Pine Woodland

Southern and Central Appalachian Cove Forest

Southern and Central Appalachian Mafic Glade and Barrens

Southern and Central Appalachian Oak Forest

Southern and Central Appalachian Oak Forest - Xeric

Southern Appalachian Low Mountain Pine Forest

Southern Appalachian Montane Pine Forest and Woodland

Southern Coastal Plain Dry Upland Hardwood Forest

Southern Coastal Plain Oak Dome and Hammock

Southern Interior Low Plateau Dry-Mesic Oak Forest

Southern Interior Low Plateau Dry-Mesic Oak Forest - Evergreen Modifier
Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-(Pine) Forest - Hardwood Modifier

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-(Pine) Forest - Loblolly Pine Modifier

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-(Pine) Forest - Mixed Modifier

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-Heath Forest - Hardwood Modifier

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-Heath Forest - Mixed Modifier

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-Heath Forest - Virginia/Pitch Pine Modifier

Southern Piedmont Glade and Barrens

Southern Piedmont Mafic Hardpan Woodland

Southern Piedmont Mesic Forest

Southern Piedmont Northern Triassic Basin Dry Forest

Southern Ridge and Valley Dry Calcareous Forest

Southern Ridge and Valley Dry Calcareous Forest - Hardwood Modifier

Southern Ridge and Valley Dry Calcareous Forest - Pine Modifier

Southwest Florida Coastal Strand and Maritime Hammock

Atlantic Coastal Plain Blackwater Stream Floodplain Forest - Forest Modifier
Atlantic Coastal Plain Brownwater Stream Floodplain Forest

Atlantic Coastal Plain Clay-Based Carolina Bay Forested Wetland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Clay-Based Carolina Bay Herbaceous Wetland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Nonriverine Swamp and Wet Hardwood Forest - Taxodium/Nyssa Modifier
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Wetlands

Atlantic Coastal Plain Nonriverine Swamp and Wet Hardwood Forest - Oak Dominated Modifier

Wetlands Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Basin Peat Swamp
Wetlands Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Basin Swamp and Wet Hardwood Forest
Wetlands Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Wet Longleaf Pine Savanna and Flatwoods
Wetlands Atlantic Coastal Plain Peatland Pocosin
Wetlands Atlantic Coastal Plain Small Blackwater River Floodplain Forest
Wetlands Atlantic Coastal Plain Small Brownwater River Floodplain Forest
Wetlands Atlantic Coastal Plain Southern Wet Pine Savanna and Flatwoods
Wetlands Atlantic Coastal Plain Streamhead Seepage Swamp, Pocosin, and Baygall
Wetlands Central Appalachian Floodplain - Forest Modifier
Wetlands Central Appalachian Riparian - Forest Modifier
Wetlands Central Florida Pine Flatwoods
Wetlands Central Interior Highlands and Appalachian Sinkhole and Depression Pond
Wetlands East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Shrub Bog
Wetlands East Gulf Coastal Plain Jackson Plain Dry Flatwoods - Open Understory Modifier
Wetlands East Gulf Coastal Plain Jackson Plain Dry Flatwoods - Scrub/Shrub Understory Modifier
Wetlands East Gulf Coastal Plain Large River Floodplain Forest - Forest Modifier
Wetlands East Gulf Coastal Plain Near-Coast Pine Flatwoods - Offsite Hardwood Modifier
Wetlands East Gulf Coastal Plain Near-Coast Pine Flatwoods - Open Understory Modifier
Wetlands East Gulf Coastal Plain Near-Coast Pine Flatwoods - Scrub/Shrub Understory Modifier
Wetlands East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Seepage Swamp
Wetlands East Gulf Coastal Plain Small Stream and River Floodplain Forest
Wetlands East Gulf Coastal Plain Southern Loblolly-Hardwood Flatwoods
Wetlands Lower Mississippi River Bottomland and Floodplain Forest
Wetlands Lower Mississippi River Bottomland Depressions - Forest Modifier
Wetlands Mississippi River Low Floodplain (Bottomland) Forest
Wetlands Mississippi River Riparian Forest
Wetlands North-Central Appalachian Acidic Swamp
Wetlands North-Central Appalachian Seepage Fen
Wetlands North-Central Interior and Appalachian Rich Swamp
Wetlands South Florida Bayhead Swamp
Wetlands South Florida Cypress Dome
Wetlands South Florida Dwarf Cypress Savanna
Wetlands South Florida Hardwood Hammock
Wetlands South Florida Pine Flatwoods
Wetlands South Florida Willow Head
Wetlands South-Central Interior Large Floodplain - Forest Modifier
Wetlands South-Central Interior Small Stream and Riparian
Wetlands South-Central Interior/Upper Coastal Plain Wet Flatwoods
Wetlands Southern and Central Appalachian Bog and Fen
Wetlands Southern Coastal Plain Blackwater River Floodplain Forest
Wetlands Southern Coastal Plain Hydric Hammock
Wetlands Southern Coastal Plain Nonriverine Basin Swamp
Wetlands Southern Coastal Plain Nonriverine Cypress Dome
Wetlands Southern Coastal Plain Seepage Swamp and Baygall
Wetlands Southern Piedmont Large Floodplain Forest - Forest Modifier
Wetlands Southern Piedmont Seepage Wetland
Wetlands Southern Piedmont Small Floodplain and Riparian Forest
Wetlands Southern Piedmont/Ridge and Valley Upland Depression Swamp
CITATIONS: American Ornithologists' Union (AOU), Committee on Classification and Nomenclature. 1983. Check-list of North American Birds. Sixth
Edition. American Ornithologists' Union, Allen Press, Inc., Lawrence, Kansas.
Ball, R. M., Jr., and J. C. Avise. 1992. Mitochondrial DNA phylogenetic differentiation among avian populations and the evolutionary
significance of subspecies. Auk 109:626-636.
Bent, A.C. 1939. Life histories of North American woodpeckers, U.S. Nat'l. Mus. Bull. 174. Washington,
D.C.
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