
Chordeiles minor

bCONI
ITIS Species Code: 177979

NatureServe Element Code: ABNTA02020

Taxa: Avian

Order: Caprimulgiformes

Family: Caprimulgidae

NS Global Rank:  G5

Federal Status:  ---

NS State Rank:  AK (SNA), AL (S5), AR (S3B,S4N), AZ (S5), CA (S3), CO (S5), CT (S1B), CT (S1B), DC (S4N), DE (S2B), FL 
(SNRB), GA (S5), IA (S5B), ID (S5B), ID (S5B), IL (S5), IN (S4B), KS (S5B), KY (S4S5B), LA (S5B), MA (S2B,S5M), MD (S3S4B), 
ME (S4B), MI (S5), MN (SNRB), MO (SNRB), MS (S4B), MT (S5B), MT (S5B), NC (S4B), NC (S4B), ND (SNRB), NE (S5), NH 
(S1B), NJ (S3B,S3N), NM (S4B,S4N), NV (S5B), NY (S4), OH (S5), OK (S5B), OR (S5B), PA (S3S4B), RI (S1B), SC (SNRB), SD 
(S5B), SD (S5B), TN (S4), TX (S4B), UT (S4S5B), VA (S4), VT (S2S3B), VT (S2S3B), WA (S4B), WA (S4B), WI (S5B), WI (S5B), 
WV (S3B), WY (S5B,S5N), AB (S5), BC (S4B), LB (S2B), MB (S3B), MB (S3B), NB (S4B), NF (SNA), NS (S4B), NT (SNRB), ON 
(S4B), PE (S1S2B), QC (S3S4B), SK (S4S5B,S4S5M), YT (S2B)

State Status:  CT (E), CT (E), ID (P), ID (P), IN (SSC), KY (N), MA (- WL), NH (E), NJ (SC/SC), NV (YES), NY (SC), OR (SC), RI 
(Concern), UT (None), BC (4 (2005)), ON (SC), QC (Candidate)

SE-GAP Spp Code:

PREDICTED HABITAT:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

KNOWN RANGE:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

PROTECTION STATUS:

Common Nighthawk

GAP Online Tool Link: http://www.gapserve.ncsu.edu/segap/segap/index2.php?species=bCONI

Range Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Range_bCONI.pdf

Predicted Habitat Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Dist_bCONI.pdf

Data Download: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/region/vert/bCONI_se00.zip

Reported on March 14, 2011
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SUMMARY OF PREDICTED HABITAT BY MANAGMENT AND GAP PROTECTION STATUS:
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GAP Status 1: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
natural state within which disturbance events (of natural type, frequency, and intensity) are allowed to proceed without interference or are mimicked 
through management. 

GAP Status 2: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
primarily natural state, but which may receive use or management practices that degrade the quality of existing natural communities. 

GAP Status 3: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover for the majority of the area, but subject to extractive uses of 
either a broad, low-intensity type or localized intense type. It also confers protection to federally listed endangered and threatened species throughout 
the area. 

GAP Status 4: Lack of irrevocable easement or mandate to prevent conversion of natural habitat types to anthropogenic habitat types. Allows for intensive 
use throughout the tract. Also includes those tracts for which the existence of such restrictions or sufficient information to establish a higher status is 
unknown. 
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PREDICTED HABITAT MODEL(S):

Summer Model:

Map Unit NameFunctional Group

Selected Map Units:

Bare SandAnthropogenic

Developed Open SpaceAnthropogenic

High Intensity DevelopedAnthropogenic

Low Intensity DevelopedAnthropogenic

Medium Intensity DevelopedAnthropogenic

Pasture/HayAnthropogenic

Quarry/Strip Mine/Gravel PitAnthropogenic

Row CropAnthropogenic

Successional Grassland/HerbaceousAnthropogenic

Successional Grassland/Herbaceous (Other)Anthropogenic

Successional Grassland/Herbaceous (Utility Swath)Anthropogenic

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Clear Cut)Anthropogenic

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Other)Anthropogenic

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Utility Swath)Anthropogenic

Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Sandy BeachBeach

Atlantic Coastal Plain Sea Island BeachBeach

Atlantic Coastal Plain Southern BeachBeach

Florida Panhandle Beach VegetationBeach

South Florida Shell Hash BeachBeach

Southeast Florida BeachBeach

Southwest Florida BeachBeach

Unconsolidated Shore (Beach/Dune)Beach

Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Dune and Maritime GrasslandCoastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Southern Dune and Maritime GrasslandCoastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Dune and Coastal GrasslandCoastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland

Southwest Florida Dune and Coastal GrasslandCoastal Dune & Freshwater Wetland

Alabama Ketona Glade and WoodlandForest/Woodland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Fall-line Sandhills Longleaf Pine Woodland - Open Understory ModifierForest/Woodland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Upland Longleaf Pine WoodlandForest/Woodland

Central Appalachian Alkaline Glade and WoodlandForest/Woodland

Habitat Description: Common nighthawks prefer areas with sand and bare ground, such as dunes, open scrubby woods, and 
margins of thickets, nest on top of flat topped gravel roofs in cities (Hamel 1992). Along the coast, they are 
often encountered around sand dunes.  Inland, they are primarily found around cities and towns, but may 
also be seen in clearcut areas, fields or very sparse forest.  They are an occasional breeder on the barrier 
islands (Fussell and Lyons 1990). In the mountain region, found mostly in lowlands and valleys (Simpson 
1992).  In summer, open pine flatwoods, pine or mixed scrub, dry prairies, coastal strand, and other 
sparsely vegetated habitats with small shrubs and areas of bare ground (Stevenson and Anderson 1994).  
Foraging is usually done high in the sky, but sometimes forages insects attracted to light sources (Cleere 
1998).  Forages over open areas, grasslands, croplands, old fields, pine flatwoods, and sand pine scrub 
(Layne et al. 1977).  

Nesting takes place in generally open areas, including: rocky areas, sparsely vegetated or burnt areas in 
woodlands, on rocky beaches or coral flats, fields, vineyards, gardens (Cleere 1998), clear-cuts, and around 
towns (Fussell 1994).  Nests in sparse pasture or palmetto scrub, sandy edges of dry ponds, and roofs 
(Layne et al. 1977). Eggs are laid on the ground, on leaf litter, pine needles, loose stones, crumbled bricks, 
burnt ground, sand, rock, or vegetation such as moss or lichens, between rails on active railway tracks 
(Cleere 1998), on sand dunes, or between rows of crops (Potter et al. 1980). May occasionally use an old 
nest of the American Robin and often nests on gravel roof tops and fence posts. May breed semi-colonially 
(Cleere 1998). During the day, birds roost on the ground, in a tree limb, or on a roof (Nicholson 1997). 

Quoted directly from existing state habitat notes - K. Cook, 17Feb05
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CITATIONS:

Central Appalachian Pine-Oak Rocky WoodlandForest/Woodland

Central Interior Highlands Calcareous Glade and BarrensForest/Woodland

Central Interior Highlands Dry Acidic Glade and BarrensForest/Woodland

Cumberland Sandstone Glade and BarrensForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Black Belt Calcareous Prairie and Woodland - Woodland ModifierForest/Woodland 

East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Upland Longleaf Pine Woodland - Open Understory ModifierForest/Woodland

Nashville Basin Limestone GladeForest/Woodland

Ridge and Valley Calcareous Valley Bottom Glade and WoodlandForest/Woodland

Southeastern Interior Longleaf Pine WoodlandForest/Woodland

Southern and Central Appalachian Mafic Glade and BarrensForest/Woodland

Southern Piedmont Glade and BarrensForest/Woodland

Southern Piedmont Mafic Hardpan WoodlandForest/Woodland

Bluegrass Basin Savanna and WoodlandPrairie

East Gulf Coastal Plain Black Belt Calcareous Prairie and WoodlandPrairie

East Gulf Coastal Plain Black Belt Calcareous Prairie and Woodland - Herbaceous Modifier Prairie         

East Gulf Coastal Plain Jackson Plain Prairie and BarrensPrairie

East Gulf Coastal Plain Jackson Prairie and WoodlandPrairie

Eastern Highland Rim Prairie and BarrensPrairie

Eastern Highland Rim Prairie and Barrens - Dry ModifierPrairie

Florida Dry PrairiePrairie

Panhandle Florida Limestone GladePrairie

Pennyroyal Karst Plain Prairie and BarrensPrairie

Southern Ridge and Valley Patch PrairiePrairie

Western Highland Rim Prairie and BarrensPrairie

East Gulf Coastal Plain Jackson Plain Dry Flatwoods - Open Understory ModifierWetlands
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