
Sorex cinereus

mCISH
ITIS Species Code: 179929

NatureServe Element Code: AMABA01010

Taxa: Mammalian

Order: Soricomorpha

Family: Soricidae

NS Global Rank:  G5

Federal Status:  ---

NS State Rank:  AK (S5), CO (S5), CT (S5), DE (S5), GA (S2S3), IA (SNR), ID (S5), IL (S5), IN (S4), KY (S3), MA (S5), MD (S5), 
ME (S5), MI (S5), MN (S5), MT (S5), NC (S4), ND (SNR), NH (S5), NJ (S4), NM (S2), NY (S5), OH (S5), PA (S5), RI (S5), SC 
(SNR), SD (S5), TN (S4), UT (S3?), VA (S5), VT (S5), WA (S4S5), WI (S5), WV (S5), WY (S5), AB (S5), BC (S5), LB (S5), MB 
(S5), NB (S5), NF (SNA), NS (S5), NT (SNR), NU (SNR), ON (S5), PE (S5), QC (S5), SK (S5), YT (S5)

State Status:  KY (S), NJ (S), NY (U), RI (Not Listed), TN (D), UT (None), BC (4 (2005)), QC (Non suivie)

SE-GAP Spp Code:

PREDICTED HABITAT:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

KNOWN RANGE:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

PROTECTION STATUS:

Cinereus Shrew

GAP Online Tool Link: http://www.gapserve.ncsu.edu/segap/segap/index2.php?species=mCISH

Range Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Range_mCISH.pdf

Predicted Habitat Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Dist_mCISH.pdf

Data Download: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/region/vert/mCISH_se00.zip

Reported on March 14, 2011

Page 1 of 4mCISH



SUMMARY OF PREDICTED HABITAT BY MANAGMENT AND GAP PROTECTION STATUS:
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GAP Status 1: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
natural state within which disturbance events (of natural type, frequency, and intensity) are allowed to proceed without interference or are mimicked 
through management. 

GAP Status 2: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
primarily natural state, but which may receive use or management practices that degrade the quality of existing natural communities. 

GAP Status 3: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover for the majority of the area, but subject to extractive uses of 
either a broad, low-intensity type or localized intense type. It also confers protection to federally listed endangered and threatened species throughout 
the area. 

GAP Status 4: Lack of irrevocable easement or mandate to prevent conversion of natural habitat types to anthropogenic habitat types. Allows for intensive 
use throughout the tract. Also includes those tracts for which the existence of such restrictions or sufficient information to establish a higher status is 
unknown. 
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PREDICTED HABITAT MODEL(S):

CITATIONS:

Year-round Model:

Elevation Mask:  > 274m and < 2500m

Map Unit NameFunctional Group

Selected Map Units:

Deciduous PlantationsAnthropogenic

Evergreen PlantationsAnthropogenic

Pasture/HayAnthropogenic

Successional Grassland/HerbaceousAnthropogenic

Successional Grassland/Herbaceous (Other)Anthropogenic

Successional Grassland/Herbaceous (Utility Swath)Anthropogenic

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Clear Cut)Anthropogenic

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Other)Anthropogenic

Successional Shrub/Scrub (Utility Swath)Anthropogenic

Central Appalachian Montane Rocky Bald - Herbaceous ModifierBald

Central Appalachian Montane Rocky Bald - Shrub ModifierBald

Southern Appalachian Grass and Shrub Bald - Herbaceous ModifierBald

Southern Appalachian Grass and Shrub Bald - Shrub ModifierBald

Appalachian Hemlock-Hardwood ForestForest/Woodland

Central and Southern Appalachian Montane Oak ForestForest/Woodland

Central and Southern Appalachian Northern Hardwood ForestForest/Woodland

Central and Southern Appalachian Spruce-Fir ForestForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Dry Upland Hardwood Forest - Offsite Pine Modifier      Forest/Woodland 

Southern and Central Appalachian Cove ForestForest/Woodland

Southern Appalachian Montane Pine Forest and WoodlandForest/Woodland

Central Appalachian Floodplain - Forest ModifierWetlands

Central Appalachian Floodplain - Herbaceous ModifierWetlands

Central Appalachian Riparian - Forest ModifierWetlands

Central Appalachian Riparian - Herbaceous ModifierWetlands

North-Central Appalachian Acidic SwampWetlands

North-Central Appalachian Seepage FenWetlands

Southern and Central Appalachian Bog and FenWetlands

Southern Appalachian Seepage WetlandWetlands

Habitat Description: Cinereus shrews are known to occur in a variety of habitats from pastures and old fields to dense forest, 
excluding areas with very little or no vegetation.  They use a greater variety of habitats than any other 
Sorex and typically are the most abundant Sorex in moist deciduous, coniferous, or mixed forests (Webster 
et al. 1985).  They prefer moist areas with a cover of leaf litter, mossy rocks and logs.  This species will also 
use sphagnum bogs, swamps, and meadows.  In Nova Scotia, diet indicated that much foraging was done 
among wrack on beaches (Stewart et al. 1989).  Home Ranges do not exceed 1/4 acre (Brown 1997).  Their 
nest sites are typically in shallow burrows or above ground in logs and stumps.  The breeding season may 
last from March through September (Stewart et al. 1989).  There are usually two to three litters.  Gestation 
lasts 18 days and litter size is 2-10 (average around 7).  Young are weaned in 3 weeks and are sexually 
mature in 20-26 weeks.  Stacy Smith, 12June05
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