
Helmitheros vermivorum

bWEWA
ITIS Species Code: 178850

NatureServe Element Code: ABPBX08010

Taxa: Avian

Order: Passeriformes

Family: Parulidae

NS Global Rank:  G5

Federal Status:  ---

NS State Rank:  AL (S3B), AR (S4B), AZ (SNA), AZ (SNA), CA (SNA), CO (SNA), CT (S5B), CT (S5B), DC (S2N), DE (S3B), FL 
(S1), GA (S5), IA (S2B,S2N), IL (S4), IN (S3B), KS (SNA), KY (S4S5B), LA (S4B), MA (S2B), MD (S4B), ME (SNA), MI (SNA), 
MN (SNA), MO (SNRB), MS (S3B), MS (S3B), NC (S4B), NC (S4B), NE (SNRN), NH (SNA), NJ (S3B), NM (S4N), NV (SNA), NY 
(S4), OH (S3S4), OK (S1B), PA (S4B), RI (S2B), SC (S4), SD (SNA), TN (S4), TX (S3B), VA (S4), VT (SNA), WI (S1B), WI (S1B), 
WV (S5B), WY (SNA), NB (SNA), NF (SNA), NS (SNA), ON (SNA), PE (SNA), QC (SNA), SK (SNA)

State Status:  IN (SSC), KY (N), NJ (S/S), NV (YES), NY (PB), RI (Concern), WI (END), WI (END), QC (Non suivie)

SE-GAP Spp Code:

PREDICTED HABITAT:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

KNOWN RANGE:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

PROTECTION STATUS:

Worm-eating Warbler

GAP Online Tool Link: http://www.gapserve.ncsu.edu/segap/segap/index2.php?species=bWEWA

Range Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Range_bWEWA.pdf

Predicted Habitat Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Dist_bWEWA.pdf

Data Download: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/region/vert/bWEWA_se00.zip

Reported on March 14, 2011
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SUMMARY OF PREDICTED HABITAT BY MANAGMENT AND GAP PROTECTION STATUS:
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GAP Status 1: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
natural state within which disturbance events (of natural type, frequency, and intensity) are allowed to proceed without interference or are mimicked 
through management. 

GAP Status 2: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
primarily natural state, but which may receive use or management practices that degrade the quality of existing natural communities. 

GAP Status 3: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover for the majority of the area, but subject to extractive uses of 
either a broad, low-intensity type or localized intense type. It also confers protection to federally listed endangered and threatened species throughout 
the area. 

GAP Status 4: Lack of irrevocable easement or mandate to prevent conversion of natural habitat types to anthropogenic habitat types. Allows for intensive 
use throughout the tract. Also includes those tracts for which the existence of such restrictions or sufficient information to establish a higher status is 
unknown. 
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PREDICTED HABITAT MODEL(S):

Summer Model:

Contiguous Patch Minimum Size (hectares):   21

Map Unit NameFunctional Group

Selected Map Units:

Allegheny-Cumberland Dry Oak Forest and WoodlandForest/Woodland

Allegheny-Cumberland Dry Oak Forest and Woodland - Hardwood Modifier                     Forest/Woodland 

Appalachian Hemlock-Hardwood ForestForest/Woodland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Dry and Dry-Mesic Oak ForestForest/Woodland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Mesic Hardwood and Mixed ForestForest/Woodland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Mixed Oak-Heath ForestForest/Woodland

Central and Southern Appalachian Montane Oak ForestForest/Woodland

Central and Southern Appalachian Northern Hardwood ForestForest/Woodland

Central Appalachian Oak and Pine ForestForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Shortleaf Pine-Oak Forest - Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Interior Shortleaf Pine-Oak Forest - Mixed ModifierForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Limestone ForestForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Dry Upland Hardwood ForestForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Loess Bluff ForestForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Loess Plain Oak-Hickory Upland - Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Northern Mesic Hardwood ForestForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Southern Loess Bluff ForestForest/Woodland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Southern Mesic Slope ForestForest/Woodland

Northeastern Interior Dry Oak Forest - Mixed ModifierForest/Woodland

Northeastern Interior Dry Oak Forest-Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland

Northern Atlantic Coastal Plain Dry Hardwood ForestForest/Woodland

South-Central Interior Mesophytic ForestForest/Woodland

Southern and Central Appalachian Cove ForestForest/Woodland

Southern and Central Appalachian Oak ForestForest/Woodland

Southern and Central Appalachian Oak Forest - XericForest/Woodland

Southern Appalachian Montane Pine Forest and WoodlandForest/Woodland

Southern Coastal Plain Dry Upland Hardwood ForestForest/Woodland

Southern Interior Low Plateau Dry-Mesic Oak ForestForest/Woodland

Southern Interior Low Plateau Dry-Mesic Oak Forest - Evergreen ModifierForest/Woodland

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-(Pine) Forest - Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-(Pine) Forest - Mixed ModifierForest/Woodland

Habitat Description: Worm-eating warblers occur regularly in large tracts of mature deciduous or mixed forest types typically 
encompassing oak-hickory, beech-maple, and eastern hemlock and rarely found in pine forests (BNA367).  
They prefer ravines and hillsides, especially those with a dense scrub understory of moutian laurel and 
rhododendron.  In coastal Plain, this species breeds in bottomland oak habitats, with a dense understory 
and will nest on any available slope regardless of its area (BNA367, NatureServe 2005, Hamel 1992). Eggs 
are laid in May, will lay replacement clutches through June.  Clutch size is 5-6 for first clutches; 
replacement clutch size is usually 4. Single-brooded. Incubation lasts 13 days, by females only. Young are 
brooded by the female and fed by both parents. Mean nestling duration is 8.5 days but young may fledge 
as early as day 5 if disturbed (Patton and Hanners, unpub. data). Nest is generally built under a shrub or 
exposed root, at the base of a sapling, or in the cavity of a bank (Griscom and Sprunt 1957) and hidden on 
the forest floor under dead leaves. It is constructed from old leaf skeletons and mycelia of hair fungi. 
(Ehrlich et al. 1988). Forages on the ground and on limbs (Potter et al. 1980) of low or intermediate heights 
(Dunn and Garrett 1997). Amy Silvano 21apr05

***Brood & Nest Notes directly from NatureServe (2005)

Ecosystem Classifiers: Mixed, Hardwood, Mesic, Cove & Montane Forests (Excluding upland hardwoods in 
ACP & Southern EGCP, however I did include Southern Loess Bluff Forest in Southern EGCP), 
Floodplain/Riparian (Only Brownwater Systems of the ACP & EGCP) Amy Silvano 21ap05
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CITATIONS:

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-Heath Forest - Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-Heath Forest - Mixed ModifierForest/Woodland

Southern Piedmont Dry Oak-Heath Forest - Virginia/Pitch Pine ModifierForest/Woodland

Southern Piedmont Mesic ForestForest/Woodland

Southern Ridge and Valley Dry Calcareous ForestForest/Woodland

Southern Ridge and Valley Dry Calcareous Forest - Hardwood ModifierForest/Woodland 

Atlantic Coastal Plain Brownwater Stream Floodplain ForestWetlands

Atlantic Coastal Plain Small Brownwater River Floodplain ForestWetlands

Central Appalachian Riparian - Forest ModifierWetlands

East Gulf Coastal Plain Large River Floodplain Forest - Forest ModifierWetlands

East Gulf Coastal Plain Small Stream and River Floodplain ForestWetlands

South-Central Interior Small Stream and RiparianWetlands

Southern Piedmont Small Floodplain and Riparian ForestWetlands
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