
Columba livia

bRODO
ITIS Species Code: 177071

NatureServe Element Code: ABNPB01010

Taxa: Avian

Order: Columbiformes

Family: Columbidae

NS Global Rank:  G5

Federal Status:  ---

NS State Rank:  AL (SNA), AR (SNA), AZ (SNA), CA (SNA), CO (SNA), CT (SNA), DC (SNA), DE (SNA), FL (SNA), GA (SNA), HI 
(SNA), IA (SNA), ID (SNA), IL (SNA), IN (SNA), KS (SNA), KY (SNA), LA (SNA), MA (SNA), MD (SNA), ME (SNA), MI (SNA), 
MN (SNA), MO (SNA), MS (SNA), MT (SNA), NC (SNA), ND (SNA), NE (SNA), NH (SNA), NJ (SNA), NM (SNA), NV (SNA), NY 
(SNA), OH (SNA), OK (SNA), OR (SNA), PA (SNA), RI (SNA), SC (SNA), SD (SNA), TN (SNA), TX (SNA), UT (SNA), VA (SNA), 
VT (SNA), WA (SNA), WI (SNA), WV (SNA), WY (SNA), AB (SNA), BC (SNA), LB (SNA), MB (SNA), NB (SNA), NF (SNA), NS 
(SNA), NT (SNA), NU (SNA), ON (SNA), PE (SNA), QC (SNA), SK (SNA), YT (SNA)

State Status:  KY (N), NJ (I/), NV (YES), NY (U), RI (Not Listed), UT (None), BC (7 (2005)), QC (Non suivie)

SE-GAP Spp Code:

PREDICTED HABITAT:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

KNOWN RANGE:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

PROTECTION STATUS:

Rock Pigeon

GAP Online Tool Link: http://www.gapserve.ncsu.edu/segap/segap/index2.php?species=bRODO

Range Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Range_bRODO.pdf

Predicted Habitat Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Dist_bRODO.pdf

Data Download: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/region/vert/bRODO_se00.zip

Reported on March 14, 2011
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SUMMARY OF PREDICTED HABITAT BY MANAGMENT AND GAP PROTECTION STATUS:
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GAP Status 1: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
natural state within which disturbance events (of natural type, frequency, and intensity) are allowed to proceed without interference or are mimicked 
through management. 

GAP Status 2: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
primarily natural state, but which may receive use or management practices that degrade the quality of existing natural communities. 

GAP Status 3: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover for the majority of the area, but subject to extractive uses of 
either a broad, low-intensity type or localized intense type. It also confers protection to federally listed endangered and threatened species throughout 
the area. 

GAP Status 4: Lack of irrevocable easement or mandate to prevent conversion of natural habitat types to anthropogenic habitat types. Allows for intensive 
use throughout the tract. Also includes those tracts for which the existence of such restrictions or sufficient information to establish a higher status is 
unknown. 
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PREDICTED HABITAT MODEL(S):

CITATIONS:

Year-round Model:

Customized Model: Use reverse urban avoid mask for an inclusion mask in addition to selected MUs for this species. 
Select AMUs within 1 KM buffer from PMUs. Amy Silvano 26may05

Avoidance Mask:  High - very intolerant of human disturbance.

Map Unit NameFunctional Group

Selected Map Units:

Developed Open SpaceAnthropogenic

High Intensity DevelopedAnthropogenic

Medium Intensity DevelopedAnthropogenic

Pasture/HayAnthropogenic

Row CropAnthropogenic

Functional Group Map Unit Name

 Selected Secondary Map Units within  1000m of Primary Map Units:

Rock Outcrop Southern Appalachian Spray Cliff

Rock Outcrop Southern Interior Acid Cliff

Rock Outcrop Southern Appalachian Montane Cliff

Rock Outcrop Southern Interior Calcareous Cliff

Rock Outcrop Southern Piedmont Cliff

Rock Outcrop North-Central Appalachian Acidic Cliff and Talus

Rock Outcrop North-Central Appalachian Circumneutral Cliff and Talus

Rock Outcrop Central Interior Acidic Cliff and Talus

Rock Outcrop Central Interior Calcareous Cliff and Talus

Wetlands Unconsolidated Shore (Lake/River/Pond)

Habitat Description: An introduced species, rock pigeons nest gregariously on ledges and manmade structures of various types 
within one kilometer of foraging areas in open country with short vegetation such as parks, yards, 
pastures, plowed fields, and farmyards. In cities, rely heavily on human food sources and thus consume a 
great deal of bread and other scraps (Goodwin 1983, Nicholson 1997). Always found near human 
habitation (Ehrlich et al. 1988).  Non-feral populations nest in crevices, caves, rocky seaside cliffs or 
interiror uplands, in particular near open scrub vegetation or human agriculture (Johnston 1992). 
However, rarely nests on its ancestral habitat of cliffs, but rather primarily on man-made structures such as 
barns, buildings, bridges (Nicholson 1997). Amy Silvano 26may05

Ecosystem Classifer: Urban, Disturbed, Cliffs, unconsolidated shores with cliffs as AMUs. Amy Silvano 
26may05

Plausible gradation among dove species explopitation of urban environments with Rock Pigeon in Highly 
Urban, Collared dove in Medium (rare but possibly using only the fringes of natural forests for nesting and 
roosting), and mourning doves utilizing lower intesity urban environments to natural forested areas (pers. 
com R.E. Mirarchi). So included in Med & low urban. Amy Silvano 26may05
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