
Rallus longirostris

bCLRA
ITIS Species Code: 176209

NatureServe Element Code: ABNME05010

Taxa: Avian

Order: Gruiformes

Family: Rallidae

NS Global Rank:  G5

Federal Status:  ---

NS State Rank:  AL (S4), AZ (S3), CA (S1), CT (S3B), CT (S3B), DC (SNA), DE (S5), FL (SNR), GA (S5), IL (SNA), LA (S5), MA 
(S2B,S2N), MA (S2B,S2N), MD (S3S4B,S3N), ME (S1?N), MS (S4), NC (S4), NE (SNA), NH (SNA), NJ (S5), NM (SNR), NV 
(S1), NY (S3), PA (SNA), RI (S1B,S2N), SC (SNR), TX (S4B), VA (S5), WV (SNA), NB (SNA), NF (SNA), NS (SNA), QC (SNA)

State Status:  AL (GB), NY (PB), RI (Concern), QC (Non suivie)

SE-GAP Spp Code:

PREDICTED HABITAT:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

KNOWN RANGE:

P:\Proj1\SEGap

PROTECTION STATUS:

Clapper Rail

GAP Online Tool Link: http://www.gapserve.ncsu.edu/segap/segap/index2.php?species=bCLRA

Range Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Range_bCLRA.pdf

Predicted Habitat Map Link: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/maps/SE_Dist_bCLRA.pdf

Data Download: http://www.basic.ncsu.edu/segap/datazip/region/vert/bCLRA_se00.zip

Reported on March 14, 2011
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SUMMARY OF PREDICTED HABITAT BY MANAGMENT AND GAP PROTECTION STATUS:
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GAP Status 1: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
natural state within which disturbance events (of natural type, frequency, and intensity) are allowed to proceed without interference or are mimicked 
through management. 

GAP Status 2: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover and a mandated management plan in operation to maintain a 
primarily natural state, but which may receive use or management practices that degrade the quality of existing natural communities. 

GAP Status 3: An area having permanent protection from conversion of natural land cover for the majority of the area, but subject to extractive uses of 
either a broad, low-intensity type or localized intense type. It also confers protection to federally listed endangered and threatened species throughout 
the area. 

GAP Status 4: Lack of irrevocable easement or mandate to prevent conversion of natural habitat types to anthropogenic habitat types. Allows for intensive 
use throughout the tract. Also includes those tracts for which the existence of such restrictions or sufficient information to establish a higher status is 
unknown. 
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PREDICTED HABITAT MODEL(S):

CITATIONS:

Year-round Model:

Hydrography Mask: 

Brackish/Saltwater Only

Utilizes open water features with buffers of 250m from and 30m into selected water features.

Utilizes wet vegetation features with buffers of 30m from and unlimited into selected vegetation features.

Map Unit NameFunctional Group

Selected Map Units:

Atlantic Coastal Plain Central Salt and Brackish Tidal MarshBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Embayed Region Tidal Salt and Brackish MarshBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Indian River Lagoon Tidal MarshBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Sea-Level FenBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Tidal Salt MarshBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Northern Tidal Wooded SwampBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Atlantic Coastal Plain Southern Tidal Wooded SwampBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

East Gulf Coastal Plain Tidal Wooded SwampBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Florida Big Bend Salt-Brackish Tidal MarshBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Mississippi Sound Salt and Brackish Tidal MarshBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

South Florida Everglades Sawgrass MarshBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

South Florida Mangrove SwampBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Southwest Florida Perched Barriers Salt Swamp and Lagoon - Mangrove ModifierBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Southwest Florida Perched Barriers Salt Swamp and Lagoon - Marsh ModifierBrackish Tidal Marsh & Wetland

Open Water (Brackish/Salt)Water

Atlantic Coastal Plain Clay-Based Carolina Bay Forested WetlandWetlands

South Florida Bayhead SwampWetlands

South Florida Willow HeadWetlands

Habitat Description: Clapper rails use salt and brackish marshes, mangrove swamps and scrub, and freshwater marshes where 
associated with dense vegetation (Hammel 1992, Layne et al. 1977) and/or abundant crayfish (AOU 1983).  
They can also be found on natural beaches and mudflats (Robertson and Kushlan 1984).   Home ranges are 
relatively small (.04-.81 ha) (Zembal et al. 1989) and consist of Juncus romerianus and Spartina alterniflora 
marshes and mangrove swamps.  They forage along edges of mangroves and tidal creeks and nest in 
Juncus or Spartina (Kale 1978). 

The nest site is located in a drier, slightly elevated area of the marsh not flooded by the tide (Harrison 
1975), in growing or dead herbage or under a small bush, or in places raised above the ground in a grass 
tuft or clump of rushes (Harrison 1978). Nests can also be attached to a plant over shallow water or among 
mangrove roots (Potter et al. 1980).   Nests on the highest, driest place in the marsh (Terres 1980).

Quoted directly from existing state habitat notes - K. Cook, 15Feb05
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